Guide to the Garden of Remembrance
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St Mary’s Church Worplesdon
Introduction 

Welcome to this guide to the new (2021) Garden of Remembrance. We hope this simple guide to the Diocese of Guildford regulations, and the rules in place here, will be helpful to you when deciding where to inter the ashes of those for whom you are responsible. 

If you are reading this because you are considering the choices available to you following the loss of a loved one, we realise that this is a difficult and emotional time. The clergy and the parish administrator are here to help and assist you. 

Please note that each year, around the start of November, we observe the ancient festival of All Souls’ Day with a service in St Mary's when we remember by name all our departed loved ones, lighting a candle in their memory. This service takes place on the Sunday evening nearest to November 2nd. You and your family are warmly invited. Many people have found this service very helpful in their journey through grief.  Also, because we understand that you may find the Christmas season especially difficult, we have an alternative carol service, called The Reflective Carol Service, which is a bit quieter and gently holds mixed emotions; this is usually on a Saturday afternoon close to Christmas Day.
Finally, please note that these rules and regulations are intended to be for the common good, to preserve our beautiful Garden of Remembrance as a peaceful and natural space where families can come to remember their treasured loved ones, and find some comfort in its quietness and tranquillity. Rules are always best when applied fairly and equally, and self-regulation is always preferable to enforcement. In requesting the interment of ashes in St Mary's churchyard, families are agreeing to abide by these rules and regulations.  
Thank you.











Rules and Regulations governing St Mary Worplesdon new Garden of Remembrance

· Most churchyard decisions are the responsibility of the rector, who can be contacted on 01483 234616, or by    e-mail at rector@worplesdonparish.com  
· Copies of this booklet and general advice and assistance can also be obtained from the parish administrator - 01483 233091.  Emails can be sent to the church office on churchoffice@worplesdonparish.com 
The interment of ashes is usually restricted to parishioners and those who have been members of the congregation of either St Mary's or St Alban's. However the rector has discretion to admit those who have had some other clear link to the parish or the church. Please feel free to ask.  The details of all church fees are displayed in St Mary's Church, including the fees for interment of ashes and for inscriptions in the Book of Remembrance.  Details may also be obtained from the church office (01483 233091).
· Throughout this booklet the word ‘ashes’ refers to cremated remains.
· Most decisions can be made quite quickly by the rector. More unusual requests may have to be decided by what is called a ‘faculty’; a special permission authorised by legal experts for the Diocese of Guildford. We can assist you with faculty applications; please note that there is a fee for these. 
· The churchyard is extensive and both difficult and expensive to maintain. Every effort is made to make this maintenance easier for both volunteers and contractors, and has been a consideration in the formulation of some of these rules. New volunteers are always welcome!
· It is possible to donate money towards the upkeep of the churchyard and receive a guarantee from the treasurer that it will only be used for this purpose.
· All interments in the new Garden of Remembrance must be completed by the placing of a memorial plaque, laid flat to the ground, over the burial place.  These have to be applied for on the correct form (CR1). Your appointed funeral director/monumental mason keeps these and can help you complete it.  A fee is payable.  The memorial plaques must be as follows: made from Portland stone in a honed finish, measuring 11” x 9” x 2”, with the inscription sandblasted in Roman font, and completed with black enamel.  They are available from Aylings of Guildford and other funeral directors/monumental masons.  
· Inscriptions must be simple and reverent and appropriate to a churchyard. All plaques must bear the Christian and surnames of the deceased, with the dates of birth and death (or age and date of death). Other words compatible with the Christian faith are permitted. The terms of any epitaph must be agreed by the rector as part of the necessary permission.  No advertisement or trademark shall be inscribed on any memorial plaque.

· The ashes must be buried without any container, and without any plastic bag, by pouring into the interment plot.  This helps maintain the Garden of Remembrance, and is the most ecologically-friendly option.  This will enable subsequent interment of ashes of other family members, subject to normal application to the rector.  
· Ashes may not be scattered over the surface of the ground, anywhere in the churchyard, under any circumstances.
· Individual plots may be marked only with cut flowers or small wreaths of fresh flowers, left at the time of the interment of ashes only: we will remove them once they are past their best.  No other decorative items, fresh or artificial, may be left anywhere in the Garden of Remembrance, in order to enable maintenance and to keep a calm and ordered appearance throughout the Garden.  
· No plantings are allowed anywhere in the Garden of Remembrance, and any roses, bushes, flowers, or shrubs will be removed. 
· The names of those whose ashes are interred, together with a record of where they are interred, will be recorded in the burial register which is kept in the church safe.
· We don’t have bins in the churchyard, and we have no rubbish collection.  Please take all rubbish away with you when you leave.


Book of Remembrance
· In St Mary’s Church you will find our Book of Remembrance (which is ahead of you on the right hand side as you enter the church).  It should always be open at ‘today’s date’, but feel free to open the glass case and turn the pages to find your loved one’s name, and then return it to the correct date when you leave.

· Names can be added to the Book of Remembrance and they will be inserted on the date that your loved one died.  There is a fee payable for this to cover the cost of calligraphy.  Forms (both paper-based and sent electronically) are available on request from the church office.

· Once a name is entered, that person will be remembered in our prayers on the anniversary of their death.  There is also a Book of Remembrance at St Alban’s Church (in the entrance hall).  This is most appropriate where the main connection is to Wood Street Village.
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